
Mr. Richllrd C. ViSek 
Principal Deputy Legal Adviser and 

DcsigMted Agency Ethics Official 
Office of the Legal Advisc.,­
llepamnent of State 

Re: El.hies tJoJertakins~ 

Dear Mr. Visek: 

Date: I /1i/u23_ 

The purpose of this letter is to describe the >1cps !bat I will u,kc to ovoid any actual or apparent 
conllict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. It is my rcspomibilily to understand and comply with commitments 
outlined in this agreement. 

SECTION I - GENERAL COM.\1ITMENTS 

If confirmed as Amb....-dor lo the Kingdom of Cambodia, as required by the criminal conflicts 
or interest law at IS U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not participate personally and substanually in any 
particular DlllUer in which I know that I have a financial interest directly and predictably affected 
by the matter, or in which I know that a person whose interests are imputed to rne has a financial 
interest direcdy and predictably affected by the particular mailer. unless I fust obtain a written 
waiver. pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(I). or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 
18 lJ.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand !bat the interests of the following persons are imputed to 
me: 

• Any spou<:e or minor child of mine; 
• Any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner; 
• Any organizalion in which 1 serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, or 

employee; and 
• Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an HmU1gemc:n1 

concerning prospective: employment. 

In addition. J v.ill recuse myself from panicipation on a case-by...casc basis in any particular 
matter involving specific parties in which I determine that a reac,onable peN:On with knowledge 
of lhe relevant facts would question my impartiality in that matter, unless I am first authori,.cd to 
participate, pursuant to the impartiality rcgulatiom at 5 C.F.R. Part 2635. Subpart I). 

In the event that an acruaJ or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointmc,..-nt I will 
consult with an agency ethics official and take the mea.~ures necessary to resolve the conflict, 
such as recusaJ from the particular matter or divcstilure of an as~t. 



I understand that a hcightcnod pro,-pect of u conllict of int.,,..st could exist as to companies that 
maintain a presence in the Kingdom of Cambodia, because they may be more likely than other 
companies lo sc..-ck official us)istance from or make contact with the l'Anbassy or otherwise he. 
affected by policies and engagement implemented by the Emb=y, I will remain alert to the 
possible need for rccusal where appropriate. 

If I have a managed account or othcrn'l.SC use the services of an inv~'tmcnt professional dwing 
my appointment. I will diroct the account man.ager or investment profes~ional to obtain my prior 
approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any u.ssets other than cttSb.. cusb ~ui "alcn1s.. 
invesnnent funds that qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified mutual funds and unit 
investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United States, or municipal bonds. 
I will monitor whether the account managc,.-r or investmt.-nt professional is lollo\\-ing I.his direction 
regarding prior appmvaJ. 

Within 90 days ofmy eonfinnarion, I will submit my Certification of Ethics Agreement 
Compliance which document~ my compliance \\ith this ethics agreement. 1 \\~JI not modify this 
ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of the U.S. Ollicc of Govemmenl 
Ethics pursuant to the ethics agreement requirements contained in the financial disclosure 
rcgultttion at 5 C.F.R. § 2634.80'.l(aX4). 

SECTION 2- ~AMI LY l'Rl/ST 

Iv.ill relllin my position as trustee ofmy revocable trust. During my appointtncnt 10 the position 
of Ambassador, 1 will not rc:oeive any 1ees for the services that I provide a~ a tru.<:tee. I will not 
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter thuL lo my knowledge has a di reel 
an<l pnxlictable etl"ect on the financial interest.<: of the tru.<:t, unless 1 first obtain a written waiver, 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(bXI). or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuantto 18 
u.s.c;. § 208(bX2). 

SECTION 3 - fJIVESTITIJRES 

As soon a<. practicable but not later than 90 days after my confirmation. I will divesl my intcrcsls 
in Microsol\ Corp. and Apple, Inc. With regard to each oftlteseentities, I will not participate 
personally and substantially in uny particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and 
predictahle effect no the financial interests of the entity until I have divested it, unless I fust 
obtain a wrilt<:n waiver, pursuant to I 8 IJ.S.C. § 208(bXI ), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, 
pursuantto 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2), I have vc-riliod that I will be able to carry out the divcstilure,; 
within the tirneframe described above. 

I wtderstand that I may be cligjblc to roque>i a C,Ttilicatc of Divestiture for <1uuliJying "5Set.s and 
lhat a Certificate of Oi-.•estiture is effective only if obtained prior to divestiture. Regardless of 
whether I receive a Cc:rtificute of Divestiture. J will ensure lhat all divestitures discus.~ in thi~ 
agreement occur 'within the agreed upon timeframcs and that all procc:cds arc invested in non~ 
conflicting asset~. I understand that I must timely submit my request for a Certificate of 



Divestiture to allow for adequate time for OGE to process the Certificate of Divestiture. and in 
order to divest assets within the agreed upon timcframc. 

I (including my spouse and dcpendool children if applicable) will 001 repurchase any as.set I was 
r~uired LO divest without consulting v-ith my agency ethics official and the U.S. Office of 
Government Ethics. 

SECTION 4 - PUBLIC POSTING 

I have bocn adviS1.."() tha1 lb.is c::lhics agree.me.nt and dle c:ertification of Ethics Agreement 
Compliance will be posted publicly. consistent with the public information law at 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552, on the website of the 11.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics •b'fccmcnls of other 
Prc.sid'--ntial nomin~s who file public financial disclosure rep:m . ..;. 

Sincerely, 

Robert W. Forden 


