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111 purpo e of this l tt r is to de c • t e t s t a I ill ta e to av id any actual or 
appar nt co11flict of inter st in th vent a I a o f th osition of Und r S cretary 
for Food Safety withi11 the U.S. D part1nen f A r . t • my r s o i ility to understand 
a11d comply wi 11 commitm nt outlin d in h' gr e e t . 

SECTION 1 -GENERAL COMMI1MENTS 

As required by the criminal conflict of · t r s law a 18 U. . . 208(a) I will not 
participate personally a11d substantially it1 any particular mat er in which I know that I have a 
financial interest directly and predicta,bly affect d by the 1natter or in which I know that a person 
whose interests are imputed to me has a financial inter st directly and predictably affected by the 
particular matter unless I first obtain a written waiver, pu suant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(l), or 
qualify for a regulatory exemption pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand that the 
interests of the fallowing per on are imputed to 1ne: 

• Any spouse or minor cl1ild of 1nine; 
• Any general partner of a partnership in whicl1 I am a limited or general partner; 
• Any organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, gene1·al pa1tner, 

or employee even if unco1npensated • and 
• Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement 

concerning prospective employment. 

111 tl1e event that an actual or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointment, I 
will consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary to resolve the 
conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestiture of an asset. 

If I have a managed account or otheiwise use tl1e services of an investment professional 
during 1ny appointment, I will ensure that the account manager or investment p14of essional 
obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, 
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for tl1e regulatory exemption for diversified 
mutual funds a11d unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United 
States, or municipal bonds. 

I will receive a live ethics briefing from a n1ember of the etl1ics office after my 
confinnation but not later than 15 days after my appoint1nent pursuant to the ethics program 
regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will submit my 

1 



.. 

rtifi ati 11 of Ethics r en1 nt ompliance wl1ich doct1ments my complianc with this ethics 
a r 111e11t. 

I \ ill not rnodify tl1is tl1ic a r e1n 11t without your approval a11d tl1e approval of the 
.S. Office of Goven1111ent Etl1ic (OG ) pursuant to the ethics agreement requit·em nt 

c ntait1ed in tl1e financial di clo ur · 1· gulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(4). 

Upon confinnation I will take a11 ur1paid I ave of ab ence from my position as Professor 
and Director of th Int n1ational 11ter for F od Indu try Exe llence at Texas Tecl1 University. 
My spouse also i employ d by the Uni r ity in a po ition for whicl1 l1e receives a fixed salary. 
I ~rill 11ot participat per 011ally and substan ially i a y particular matter that to my knowledge 
l1as a direct a11d p1·edictable effect on th fi.t1 11cia intere t o Texas T ch University, unless I 
fi.J: t obtain a w1itten waiver pursuan o . . . § 0 (b) 1) or qualify for eitl1er the 
exe111ptio11 for e1nployee on l a. fro1n in ti . t ·o of igl1 r learning llowing participation in 
certain particular matt r f ene al - -I· c bili y . . . 2640 .203 (b) or another regulato1y 
xen1ption pursuant o 18 U. . . ) . 

As a 1·esl1lt of wor p rfor .. .. ~......... a e~" ... Univ r ity I am identifi d a • the inve11tor 
of a patent (U. . pat nt no. 7 2 66), ·ch • a to • sti utional royalty slJaring polici s 
may result in royalty paym nt t r • ,g y p • tin n a Under S creta1y. For the 
du1·atio11 of rny appoint1ne11t to tl1 po ition o U d er t ry I will ot participate personally 
and substantially in an parti ular 1n tt rt a t n1 owl dg ha a direct and predictable 
effect on my patent or 1n royalty an /or o l rig u d r tl1e patent unless I first obtain a 
written waiver, p11r uant to 18 . . . 208(b)(l). 

SECTION 3 -OUTSIDE POSITIONS 

Upon confinnation I will resign fron1 my positions with the following entities: 

• Boar s Head Provision Co. Inc. 
• Claxton Poultry Fanns 
• Meat Institute 
• International Stoclonen's Education Foundatio11 

Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of one year after my 
resignation from each of these entities, I ,viU not participate personally and substantially in any 
particular matter involving specific parties in which I know that entity is a party or represents a 
party, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d) . 

In addition, I previously resigned fro1n my positio11 011 the Board of Directors of 
MicroZap, Inc. Pt1rsuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of one 
year after my resignation from MicroZap, Inc., I will not participate personally and substantially 
in any particular matter involving specific parties in which I know MicroZap, Inc., is a party or 
represents a party, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 
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ION 4- A R SSION VI 

I an1 a co- n r fa ltil in wl1i h d s bu iness as Acacia Prof es ional 
Ser i LL . p 11 11finn ti 11 tl · const1lting firm will ea e en aging in any bu iness 
i11cludi11 tl1 r pr s ntation of clients. Durin my p i11 m nt t tl1e po ition of Under 

r ta1 tl1e fi11n ill remair1 d 1111 nt at d ill t dv rti . I will not perform any ervic for 
tl1 fii111 except that I ill l itl1 an urt o ·der or ubpo na a11d any requirements 
involvi11g I al fi li11

0 
t ✓ an f es t at are a1 to m intain tl1e firms wl1ile they are in 

an ina ti tatt1 . A Und r Seer ary I ·1 t t a ·c·pate personally and ubstantially in any 
particular rnatter tl1at to 1ny kn l dge h s a dir·ect a d p • d • bl ff ct on the financial 
interests of Acacia Pr fi si nal Services L . I a d ·ti pur uant to the impartiality 
regt1lation at 5 .F.R. § 2635 .502 I ill p rti • a e pe1· onally nd ubstantially in any 
particular 111atter in vol ino p ifi parti s in wl1ic a ~ rmer client of mine is a party or 
1· pr se11ts a party for a p riod of one year te l rovided e ice to that client, unless I am 
fir: t at1tl101ized to participate p ua . . . . 63 5. 02( . 

11u~ot1gh cacia Prof es • 1 al e ic C t omla d Prime LLC, with two 
relatives. A 0011 a practi a bu not la • 11 n 90 y after m co11fiimation I will divest 
n1y financial intere t in thi e11tit . I ill no rtici_pat pe on lly and substantially iI1 any 
pa1ticular matt r that to my kn 1 dge ha a dir ct a d predictable f fi ct on the financial 
interests of this entity until I have dive t d it, unles fir o ai11 a written waiver, pursuant to 18 
U.S.C. § 208(b)(l). I l1ave verifi d tl1at I will be abl cany out the divestiture within tl1e 
timeframe described abov . Folio ing di ti ure pu • t1ant to the impartiality regl1lation at 5 
C.F.R. § 2635.502 I will not participate per nally and substantially ir1 any particular 1natter 
involving specific parti s in whicl1 I know Bottomla11d Prime, LLC i a party or represents a 
party, unless I am first authoriz d to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. 2635.502(d). 

I (including my spouse and minor cl1ildren if applicable) will not repurchase any asset I 
was required to div st without consulting with 111y agency ethics official and the U.S. Office of 
Govemme11t Ethics. 

I t1nderstai1d that I 1nay be eligible to request a Certificate of Divestiture for qualifying 
assets and that a Certificate of Divestiture is effective 011ly if obtained prior to divestiture. 
Regard less of whether I receive a Certificate of Divestiture, I will er1sure tl1at all divestitures 
discussed in this agreement occt1r witliin the agreed upon timefran1es and tl1at all proceeds are 
invested in non-co11flicting assets. I understand that I must submit my request for a Certificate of 
Divestiture to allow for adequate time for OGE to process the Certificate of Divestiture and in 
order to divest assets within the agreed t1pon timeframe. 

SECTION 5 - GLOBAL FOOD INNOVATIONS, LLC 

I am a co-owner of another consulting finn, wl1ich does business as Global Food 
Innovations, LLC. The consulting firm does not engage in any business, including the 
representation of clients. During n1y appointment to the position of Under Secreta1y, the fir1n 
will re1nain dor1nant and will not advertise. I will not perform any services for the firm, except 
that I will comply with any court orders or subpoenas and any requirements involving legal 
filings, taxes, and fees that are necessary to maintain the finns while tl1ey are in an it1active 
status. As Under Secretary, I will not participate personally and substantially in any pa1ticular 
matter that to my knowledge has a direct ar1d predictable effect on the financial interests Global 
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F d f 1111 ati 11 . 111 d iti n pur u 11t to tl1 imparti lity regulation at 5 .F.R. 
5 02 I v ill n t par 1 ipat p r ally nd ub tantially in any pa1ti ul r matt r involving 

pc ifi pa1tie i11 wl1i h I n w fon1 li 11t of 1nine i a party or r pr c11t a party for a 
p 1iod f on y ar after la t p • ided rvic t that Ii nt u11le I a1 fir t authorized to 
parti ipat pur ua11t to 5 .F .R. 2 5 .502( d . 

DI 

I deli ered sp h o 1ry In r di nt in Jun a11d July 2025 and r c i ed honoraria 
for tl1e p 11 . Pur u 11t o tl1 impartiality r ulation 5 C. .R. 2635.502 for a period of 
on ar aft r the l1onoraria r r cei d I ill not articipat personally and ubstantially in 
an particular 111att r invol i11 p cific rti s • hich kn Kerry Ingredient i a party or 
r pre 11t a pa1ty u11le s I am fir autho • d to art 'cipat , pur uant to 5 C .. R. 2635.502(d). 

SECTIO 7 - PUBLI P STI 

I ha be 11 d i e l tl1i e 
Complianc will be po t d • i ly 

552 on tl1 web ite of tl1e . . 
presidential nornii1 s who file publi 

c a~'t"00me d t}1 C rtification of Ethic Agr ment 
011 • t t i h p bli inf 1mation law at 5 U.S.C. 

of ov nun n E • ·c ith thic agree1nent of other 
• an ial • l r r port . 

incerely 

Mir1dy Brashears 

4 


