
, 

• 

Mr Richard C. Visel.. 
Deputy Legal Adviser and 
Designated Agency Ethics Official 
omcc of the Les-I Adviser 
U.S. Department of State 
Washingt0n, D.C. 20520 

Re: Ethics Undertakings 

Dear Mr. Visck: 

Date: ~ 6 'J-fJ ,j,/ 
J 

The purpose of this letter is to describe the steps that I will take to ovoid :IJIY acruol or 
apparent conflict of interest in the event that I run confirmed for the position of Assistant 
Secretary for Diplomatic Security, Department of State. It is my responsibility 10 undmtand and 
cc,mply with comm.itmc:nts outlined in this agreement. 

SECTION l -GENERAL COMMITMENTS 

As required by lhe criminal connicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not 
panieipate personally and substanlially in any panic:ular mailer in which I know that I have a 
financial intm:st directly and predictably affected by lhc matter, or in which I know Iha, a person 
whose interests arc imputed 10 me bas a fmancial interest directly and predictably affected by lhe 
particular maner, unless I first obuun a wntten waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)( I), or 
qualify for a regulatory exempllon, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I understand that lhe 
inter~IS of the following persons are imputed to me, 

• Any spouse or minor child of mine; 
• Any ge~ral partner of• p.i.rtncr,h,p in wbJcb J am a hm11ed or general partner; 
• Any organiza11on in which I serve as an officer. dirccto,-, trustee, general partner, 

or employee; and 
• Any person or urganiZlltiun wilh which 1 .un negotiating or have an arrangement 

concerning prospective employment. 

lo lhc event that w1 actu.11 ur potential conllict ul interest arisc.s during my appuintmcnl, I 
will consult with ao agency elhics official and take lhe measures neccs.sa,y to resolve lhc 
connict, such as rccusal from the particular mailer or divcstirure of an asset. 

In addition, I will rocusc myself from participation oo a case-by-case basis in any 
particular ma.,e,· involv;ng specific panies in which I determine that a reasonable person witb 
knowledge of the relevant f3ctS would question my ,mparuahty m that matter, unless r am first 
aulhorizod to participate, pursuant to tbc impartiality regulations at 5 C.F .R. Part 2635, Subpart 
E. 



If I have a managed accowit or otherwise use: the services of an invcsoncnl professional 
dunng my appointment. I ,.;u direct the aocount manager or investment professional 10 obtain 
my prior approval on o casc-by..:asc ha.sis for lhc purchase of 3ny assctS other th3n cash, cash 
equivalents, in,•esuncnt funds that qualify for the regulatory excmp1ion for diversified mutual 
funds and unil inves1ment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a), obligations of the United States. or 
municipal bonds. I will monitor whether the account manager or investment profcss1ooal is 
following this direction regarding prior approval. 

I will receive a live ethics briefing from a member of the ethics office after my 
confinnation but not Inter than 15 days after my appointment pursuant to !he ethics program 
regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. W,tlun 90 days of my confirmation, I ,.,;u submiL my 
Certification of Ethics Agreement Compliance which documents my compliance with this ethics 
agreement. 

I understand that as an appointee I will be required 10 sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order 
No. 13989) and that I will be bound by it Among other obligations, I wtll be ""lU1fCd 10 recuse 
from particular matters invol.ing specific parties involving my former e<nployer or former 
clientS for a period of two years after I am appoin1ed, with the nception of federal, s1a1e and 
local go~emmrot 

I will 1101 modify this ethics agreemem without your apJ)(oval and !he approval of lhe 
U.S. Office of Govcmmcnl Ethics pursuanl to !he elhics agremicnt requirements conlained in the 
tinancial disclosure regulalJon al 5 C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(4). 

SECTION 2 - CURRENT AND PRIOR POSITIONS 

I am the owner of The Gen1ry Group LLC. a pass-d\rough en,ity established to receive 
compensanon for consulnng servic~. Upon my confirmation, lb.is LLC will cease engaging in 
any busine,,s. and, during my appoinunent IO !he position of As,..stanl Secrclary, the LL(' will 
remain donnant and will not advertise. I will not perform any services for the entity. except that I 
will comply with any rcquirementS involving legal filings. ia-.es and fees that are necessary co 
maintain the entity while 1t is in an inactive sml\ls. All arnollllts owed to me by any ormy chents 
will be fixed befor~ I assume the duties of the position of AssislllM SWeury, and I will not 
participate personally and subs!Jlnlially in any panicular matter that to my knowledge has a direct 
and predictable effect on the ability or wiUingJ1ess of any of these chents IO pay these amounts. 
In addition. as Assistant Secretary. I will not participate personally and subsw,tially in any 
particular matter thaL to my knowledge bas a direct and predictable efTcet on the financial 
inicrests of The Gcnlry Group Ll.C. Finally, pursuant to the impa,-tiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 
2635.502, I will n0t pnrtieipatc personally and s11bstantinlly in any particular matter involving 
•pedfic parties in wb.ich I know a former client of mine is a party or repre.eni. a pony for a 
period of one year after I last provided service to that clien~ unless I am first authorized 10 
pan,c,paie, pursuant to 5 C.F .R. § 2635.502(d). 

I previously resigned my position -..,lb PT Fund. Inc. (B1dcn-Harris Trans ition Team). 
Pursuan1 to the impanialny regulation at 5 C.F .R § 2635.502, for• period of one year after m> 
resignation, I will nOt participate personally and substantially in any particular maaer involving 



specific parties in which I know Ibis entity is a party or represents a party, unless I am first 
aulhorizcd co pruticipatt, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 

SECTION 3 - PUBLIC POSTDIG 

I have been advised that this ethics agreement and the Certification of Ethics Agreement 
Compliance will be posted publicly. consistent wilh tbc public information law at S U.S.C. 
§ 552. on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of Olhe, 
Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports. 
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