
Ms. Katherine D. McManus 
Deputy Legal Adviser and 
Designated Agency Ethics Official 
Office of the Legal Adviser 
U.S. Depart1ne11t of State 
Washington, DC 20520 

Re: Etl1ics Undertakings 

Dear Ms. McManus: 

Date: 

I am con1n1itted to tl1e highest standards of ethical conduct !Or government officials. If 
confirmed as A1nbassador to the Islamic Republic of f\1aurita11ia, as required by 18 U .S.C. § 
208(a), l v.rifl not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in \Vhich l 
know that I have a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 1natter, or iI1 which I 
know that a perso11 v.1l1ose interests are imptited to nle l1as a fina11cial interest directly and 
predictably atTected by the matter, unless I first obtain a written \Vaiver pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 
208(b )(1 ), or qualify for a regulatory exe1nption, pursuant to 18 U .S.C. § 208(b )(2). I understa11d 
that the interests oftl1e follo\ving persons are imputed to me: any spouse or minor child ofn1ine; 
any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner: a11y organization 
in which I serve as officer, director, trustee, general partner or en1ployee; and any person or 
orgru1ization witl1 which I run negotiating or have an arrangement concerning prospective 
employn1ent. 

My spouse is etnployed by, and receives a fixed salary from, JAB Innovative Solutions, 
which provides co11tractor staff to the Departn1ent of State. For as long as t11y spouse works for 
JAB Innovative Solutions, I \vill not participate personally and substantially in any particular 
n1atter tl1at to iny kno\vledge has a direct and predictable effect on iny spouse's co1npensation or 
employn1ent witl1 JAB Innovative Solutions. I also will not participate personally and 
substantially in any particular nlatter involving specific parties in which I know JAB Innovative 
Solutions is a party or represents a party, unless I a1n first authorized to JJarticipate, purstiant to 5 
C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 

If I have a 111a11aged account during my appoint1nent, I will direct the account manager to 
obtain my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash. 
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the exemption at 5 C.F .R. § 2640.201 (a), 
obligations of tl1e United States, or municipal bonds. I v.1ill nlonitor whetl1er the account 
manager is follo\ving this direction regarding prior approval. 

I understand that a heightened prospect of a conflict of interest cotdd exist as to 
companies tl1at mai11tain a presence in Mauritania, because they may be more likely than other 
companies to seek official assista11ce fro1n or make co11tact with t11e En1bassy or otl1erwise be 
affected by policies and engagement in1plernented by the Embassy. I \\'ill re1nai11 alert to the 
possible need for recusal \vl1ere appropriate. 



J will recuse myself from participation on a case-by-case basis in any particular matter 
involving specific parties in which I determine that a reasonable person with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would question my impartiality in that matter, unless I am first authorized to 
pa11icipate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. Part 2635, Subpart E. 

1 have been advised that this ethics agreement will be posted publicly, consistent with 
5 U .S.C. §552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of 
other Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports. 


