
Mar h 17, 2025 

ir t r f thic 
. . D partment f griculture 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Room 347-W 
a hingt n D 20250-1400 

Dear 1r. Bender: 

The purpose of this letter is to describe the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or 
apparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Under Secretary 
fo r Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs of the Department of Agriculture. It is my 
responsibility to understand and comply with commitments outlined in this agreement. 

SECTION 1 - GENERAL COMMITMENTS 

As required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not 
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter in which I know that I have a 
financial interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which I know that a person 
whose interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 
particular matter, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or 
qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b )(2). I understand that the 
interests of the following persons are imputed to me: 

• Any spouse or minor child of mine; 
• Any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner· 
• Any organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, 

or employee, even if uncompensated; and 
• Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement 

concerning prospective employment. 

In the event that an actual or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointment I 
will consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary to resolve the 
conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestin1re of an asset. 

If I have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an in est:ment profi ional 
during my appoin tment, I will ensure that the account manager or investment profi s ional 
obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any a ets ther than a h 
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the regulatory exempti n fi r di r ifi d 
mutual funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201 (a) obligation f th nited 
States, or municipal bonds. 

J wi ll receive a li ve ethics briefing from a member of the ethi s offi aft rm 
confirmation but not later than 15 days after my appointment pur uant t the thi 



26 . 05. Within 90 days of my con.finnation I wiH submi t my 
gr em nt ompliance which documents my compliance with this ethics 

I\. ill not modify this ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of the 
. Offi e of Government Ethics (OGE) pursuant to the ethics agreement requirements 

ntained h1 the financial disc.losure regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(4). 

E TIO 2 - SOUTH DAKOTA TRADE ASSOClATION 

Upon confinnation, I will resign from my position at South Dakota Trade Association. 
Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of one year after my 
resignation I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter involving 
specific parties in which I know South Dakota Trade Association is a party or represents a party 
unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 

SECTION 3 - OTHER RESIGNATIONS 

Upon confirmation, I will resign from my positions with the following organizations: 

• Children ' s Home Society 
• National Association of District Export Councils 

Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of one year after my 
resignation, I will not participate persona!Jy and substantially in any particular matter involving 
specific parties in which I know the above organizations are a party or represent a party, unless I 
am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 

SECTION 4 - E. PLURIBUS UNUM 

I jointly co-own E. Pluribus Unum, an LLC, with my spouse. Upon confirmation I will 
resign my position with E. Pluribus Unum and I will cease engaging in any business including 
consultations with, and the representation of, clients. During my appointment to the po ition of 
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, I will not perform an ser i e fi r 
the firm except that I will comply with any court orders or subpoenas and an requirem nt 
involving legal filings, taxes, and fees that are necessary to maintain th firm. nd r 
Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs I will not participat personally and 
substantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge ha a dire t and pr di tabl ffi t n 
the financia l interests of E. Pluribus Unum. In addition, pur uant to the impartiali ty r gulati n t 
5 .F.R. § 2635.502, I will not participate personally and substantia lly in an parti ular matt r 
involving specific parties in which r know a former client of min is a par r r pr nt a par 
for a period of one year after I last provided service to that lient, uni I am fir t auth riz 
participate, pursuant to 5 .F.R. § 2635 .502(d). Moreover, if m ngag in n ultin0 

ervices for clients, pursuant to th impartiali ty r gul ati n at . o_ T, ill n t 



ar • • nd ubstantiall in any parti cular matter involving specific parties in 
' ·hi t f m p us is a party r represents a party, un less 1 am first authorized 
t p t 5 .F.R. 26 5.502(d) . 

E Tl RE 

I , ill di t 111 interests in Berkshire Hathaway as soon as practicable but not later than 
da aft r 111 confirmation. I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular 

matt r that to m knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests of this 
ntity until I have divested it unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 .S .C. 
_Q8(b)(l), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S .C. § 208(b)(2). I have 
rified that I will be able to carry out the divestiture within the timeframe described above. 

I will divest my interests in Invesco DB Commodity Index Tracking (DBC) as soon as 
practicable but not later than 90 days after my confirmation. I will not participate personally and 
substantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on 
the financial interests of this entity until I have divested it, unless I first obtain a written waiver, 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a·regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 

208(b )(2). I have verified that I will be able to carry out the divestiture within the timeframe 
described above. 

I understand that I may be eligible to request a Certificate of Divestiture for qualifying 
assets and that a Certificate of Divestiture is effective only if obtained prior to divestiture. 
Regardless of whether I receive a Certificate of Divestiture, I will ensure that all divestitures 
discussed in this agreement occur within the agreed upon timeframes and that all proceeds are 
invested in non-conflicting assets. I understand that I must submit my request for a Certificate of 
Divestiture to allow for adequate time for OGE to process the Certificate of Divestiture, and in 
order to divest assets within the agreed upon timeframe. 

I (including my spouse and minor children if applicable) will not repurchase any asset I 
was required to divest without my consultation with my agency ethics official and the U.S. 
Office of Government Ethics. 

SECTIO 6 - ALLIANT INSURANCE SERVICES 

My spouse recently resigned as an employee of Alliant Insurance Services and 
participates in the employee stock ownership plan. For as long as my spouse retains an int re tin 
Alliant Insurance Services, I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular 
matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests of 
Alliant Insurance Services unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S. 
208(b)(l), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 208(b)(l . 

SE TION 7 - PUBLIC POSTING 

I have been advised that this eth ics agreement and the Certifi ation of thics gr em nt 
ompliance will be posted publicly, consistent with the publi infonnation Ia, at U.S. . 



f th . . ffic 
pr id ntial n min h fil e I ubli 

f overnmen thics with ethics agreements of other 
man ial disclosure reports. 

incerely 

~[)GZ-
Luke Lindberg 


