
March 7, 2019

Mr. Ricard C. Visek 
Principal Deputy Legal Adviser and Designated Agency Ethics Official 
Oftice of the Legal Adviser 
U.S. Department of Suue 
Washington, DC 20520 

Re: Ethics Undertakin~s 

Dear Mr. Visek: 

I arn committed to the highest standards of ethicaJ conduct for government officials. If 
appointed as the US Ambassador to Jamaica. os required by 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not 
participate personally and substantia11y in any particular matter in which I know that I have a 
financial intereSt directly and predictably afl<.'<:ted by the mauer, or in which I know that a person 
whose interests are imputed to me ha~ a tiJ1ancial inlcrest direcdy and predictably affected by the 
matter, unJess I frrsl obtain a \\>Titten waiver. pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(l), or quali I)' for a 
regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). I onderstand that lhe intcreSls of the 
following persons are imputed to me: any spouse or minor child of mine; any generaJ parmer of 
a parmership in 'A11ich I am a limited or general partner~ any organization in which J sen•c as 
oflicc-r. director> trustee, general panner or employee; and any person or organization with which 
I am negotiating or have an arrangement concenling prospective employment. 

Flowers. l,LC is a membe.r managed limited liability corporation. Upo.n confirmation, l 
will resign from my managing role and) during the term of my appointme.nt.. will retain a passive 
investment only. During the term of my appointment, J will not provide services material to the 
production of income c1nd will receive only passive investment income .. I will not participate. 
personally and substantially in any particular maucr that to my knowledge has a direcc and 
predictable effect on the financial interests of this entity or any of its wtderlying holdings unless l 
first obtain a written waiver pursuant lo 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(l). 

J will re1ain my unpaid position as trustee of the Donald R.. Tapia Revocable Living Trust 
and my position with TRD Properties, lLC. I am the sole O'A'ller ofTRD Propenies. lLC which 
r use to manage some of my personal assets. I will not participate personally and substantially in 
any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial 
interests of either of these entities, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant l0 18 U.S.C. § 
208(b)(I), or quality for a regulatory exemption. pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). 

I previously resigned from my positions \\1th the Tau Kappa Epsilon Foundation; 
Avondale Investment Properties, LLC; TMS Properties, LLC; and Sun Angel Foundation. For a 
period of one year after my resignations from these entities, l will not participate personally and 
substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in which J koow any of these 
entities is a party or represents a party, unless l am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 
5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 

I wil l divest iny interests in the• foJlowing companies -within 90 days ofmy confirmation: 
Ford Motor Company; General Electric; Gilead Scfonces; Home Depot; Johnson Co,urols. Inc.; 



Microsoft Corporation; J>epsiCo, Inc.; Pfizer, Inc. : Sherv.fo Williams Company; and TE 
Connectivity. With regard to each of these entities. J will not participate personally and 
substantially in any particular matler that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on 
the financial ini:erests of the entity wttil I have divested it, unless l first obtain a v.'l'itten wajver, 
pursuant 10 18 U.S.C. § 208(bXJ ), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuaot to 18 U.S.C. § 
208(b)(2}. 

I understand that I may be eligible to request a Certificate of Divestiture for qualifying 
assets and that a Certificate of Divestiture is effective only if obtained prior to divestiture. 
Regardless of whether l receive a Certificate ofDivesliturc-, I vl'iH ensure that all divestitures 
discussed in this agreement occur within the agreed u_pon tiroeframes and that all proceeds are 
invested in non-contlicti.ng assets. 

J understand that a heightened prospect of a conflict of interest could exist as to 
companies that maintain a presence in Jamaica, because they may be more likely tJlari other 
companies to seek official assistance from or make cootact with the Embac;sy or otherwise be 
affec ted by policies and engagement implemented by the Emba.ssy. I will remain alert 10 d,e 
possible need to recuse where appropriate. 

I \\~ll recuse myself from participation on a case.by-case basis in any particular matter 
involving spec-ific parties in which I determine that a reasonable person v.ith knowledge of the 
relevant facts would question my impartialicy in thnl matter, unless lam first authori:zed to 
participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. Part 2635, Subpru1 S. 

I have a managed account1 and I wi.lJ direct the account manager to obtain my prior 
approval on a case--by-case basis for dte purchase of any asset~ olber than cash, cash equivalents. 
investment fwids chat qualify for the exemption at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201 (a), obligations of the 
United States, or municipal bonds. I wil l monitor whether the account manager is following this 
direction regarding prior approval 

I understand that as an appointee I will be required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order 
no. 13770) and that I will be bound by the requirements and restriclioos therein in addition to the 
commitments J have made in chis ethics ag:ree1ne-nt. 

J will receive a live ethics briefing from a member of the ethics office after my 
confinnation but no laler than 15 days after my appointment as requi.i:ed under 5 C.P.R. 
§ 2638.305, unless granted an extension under tbnt regulation. Within 90 days of my 
confimtation. I will document my compliance 'A~th this ethics agreement by notifying you in 
writing when I have completed the steps described in this ethics agreement. 

l have. been advised that this ethics agreement wiJI be posted publicly, consistem with 
5 U.S.C. § 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Oovernmem Slhics with ethics agreements 
of ocher Presidential nominees who file public flnnnciaJ disclosure reports. 

Sincerely, 



u=;-5D~ Donald R. Tapia 


