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1(c I IhIcs Under13kings

Dear ;\·!r. Thessin·

1 aIn coInmitIcd to the highest standards of cthical conduc[ for government officials lf
clinfiinted as Deputy Secrctary of State. as required by 18 U S.C. §208(a), 1 will liot liarticipatc
pcrson;t]ly and subsia;irially in any pi:·ticu]ar matter that h7s a dircct and predictabIc cflect on
::1>· 1iti::11cIal Intetests or tI1osc 01'any person wItose interests are imputed lo Ine, cnIcss 1 1 -irst
obiain a writicn u:iver pursuant to §208(b)(]) or qualify for a regulatory cxcmption, purs,13nt to
§208(b)(2) 1 understand that th: interests ofthe following persons arc impu1cd 10 me: an>·
spousc or mi,ii)rchild of mine; any gcticral partncr of a parIncrship in which I am a litnited or
Lct)c:a! partner, ally organization in which 1 servc as officcr, director, trustee, ge.leral par[tic. or
c:1;111(,)r:: and aily p:rson or organization with which I am negotia!ing or have an arr;inget„ent
cni1ccming prospective employmcnt

My spouse is an employcc of thc Centcr for Stratcgic ar.d 1,1tcniational St,:dics frorn
which she receives a fixed H11,1ual salary 1 wiiI 11ot par,icipate personally :ind subsianlially In
an>' par1icular matter involving specific partics in which thc Cenicr for Stratcgic :ind
In! crn211()nal Studies, is u party or represents a p::rty, unless 1 am firSt 3ulhorized to parlicip:i:c,
puriian[ [0 5 C.F.R. 62635.502(d)

WitIli,19() doys of confirmation, 1 \vil] documcnt tlic recusals of this etliies ogrecmcni b>·
des:grating M nTi!ing an indindual to screen nie out of conflicting maticrs and to rcassign [!ic„.c
ni21.terS, pro\4ding the individlial wIt!, a lis! of ascts :nd pa,lies g!ving risc t<, stIch conflicts. und
nniifving von henlhave comp!cted thcsc implementing actions.

Finally. 1 will providc tlic appropriate officials with thc list of thosc in!crcsts 1 have
ret:titicd ornia· acquircilorder to support my effor!sto a6old conIlicts of-intcrcs!. In addition,1
wi11 rccuse mysclf from participation on a case-by-casc basis in any particular niiitter involving
specific portics in which I dcterInitie ,hat a rcasonable person witIi knowledge of (herclevant
acts wouId question my impartiality in that matter, unIcss i am first authorized to participatc.
1)1irsumnt [0 5 C.FR. Par1 3.635. Subpart E

SIncc;ely,

William J. Burns

May 5. 20 1 1

.


