Mr James H. Thessin

Deputy Legal Adviser and
Desigrated Agency Ethies Ofticiat
(.S Depiriment of Staie
Wishington, ND.C. 26520-6310

Re: Ehoes Undertakings
Dear Mr. Thessin:

I'am committed 10 the highest standards of cthical conduct for government officials. if
confamicd as Deputy Scerctary of State. as required by 18 U.S.C. §208(aj, ! will not participate
personitly and substaatially in any particular matter that has a direc: and predictable ¢fect on
@y finzncial interests or those of any person whose interests are imputed 10 1ne, vnless | first
ohiain a writien waiver pursuans 1o §208(b)(1) or qualifv for a regulatory exemplion, pursuani to
§208(b)(2). I understand thut the interests of the following persons are imputed tu me: any
spouse or minor child of ritne; any gencral particr of a parinership in which [ 2m a limited or
vene:al partner, any organization in which I serve as officer, director, trusice, general partocr or
wmployer: and any person or orgamzation with which ! am negotiating or have an arrangeinent
cancerning prospective emplovment.

My spause is an employec of the Center for Strategic and hnternational Studics irom
which she receives a fixed annual selary. [ wiil net panicipate personally and subsiantiallyn
any particular maiter involving specific parties in which the Center for Strategic and
Intzenztional Studes, is a party or represents a party, ualess | am first suthorized 1 participate,
pursuant to 3 C.I.R. §2635.502(d).

Within 90 days of contirmation, I will dncument the recusals of this ethics agreement by
designating in writing an individual to screen me out of conflicting matiers and 1o reassign those
matters. providing the individual with a list of asseis and partics giving rise ta such conilicis, and
noiifvang vou when |have completed these implementiag actions.

Finally, Fwill provide the appropriate officials with the Jist of those inerests | have
retined ar may aequire in order to support my eflons to avoid conflicts of interest. In addition, |
will recuse myself from participation on a case-by-case basis in any particular matier involving
specific parties in which I determine that a reasonable person with knowledge ol the relevant
facts would question my impartiality in that matter, unless | am first authorized to participate,
pussuantto 5 CF.R. Part 2635, Subpant E.

Sincerely,

o i A
Vi . Q a
William 1. Bams

May 5.20i1




