
tr. Richard C. i ek 
Deputy Legal dviser and 
Designated Agency Ethics Official 
Office of the Legal dviser 
U. . Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Re: Ethics Undertakings 

Dear Mr. Vi sek: 

April 27, 2025 

The purpose ofthis letter is to describe the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or 
apparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confinned for the position of Assistant 
Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Department of State. It is my responsibility to 
understand and comply with commitments outlined in this agreement. 

SECTION I - GENERAL COMMITMENTS 

I am committed to the highest standards of ethical conduct for government officials. As 
required by the criminal conflicts of interest law at 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not participate 
personally and substantially in any particular matter in which I know that 1 have a financial 
interest directly and predictably affected by the matter, or in which I know that a person whose 
interests are imputed to me has a financial interest directly and predictably affected by the 
particular matter, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U. S.C. § 208(b)(l), or 
qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b )(2). I understand that the 
interests of the following persons are imputed to me: 

• Any spouse or minor child of mine; 
• Any general partner of a partnership in which I am a limited or general partner; 
• Any organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, 

or employee even if uncompensated; and 
• Any person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement 

concerning prospective employment. 

In the event that an actual or potential conflict of interest arises during my appointment, l 
wiU consult with an agency ethics official and take the measures necessary to resolve the 
conflict, such as recusal from the particular matter or divestiture of an asset. 

In addition, I will recuse myself from participation on a case-by-case basis in any 
particular matter involving specific parties in which I determine that a reasonable person with 
knowledge of the relevant facts would question my impartiality in that matter, unless I am first 
authorized to participate, pursuant to the impartiality regulations at 5 C.F.R. Part 2635, Subpart 
E. 



lfl have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional 
during my appointment, 1 wilt direct the account manager or investment professional to obtain 
m r prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash, cash 
equivalent , inve ttnent funds that qualify for the regulatory exemption for diversified mutual 
funds and unit investment trusts at 5 C F.R. § 2640.20 I (a), obligations of the United States, or 
municipal bonds. I will monitor whether the account manager or investment professional is 
following this direction regarding prior approval. 

1 will receive a live ethics briefing from a member of the ethics office after my 
confirmation but not later than 15 days after my appointment pursuant to the ethics program 
regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I will submit my 
Certification of Ethics Agreement Compliance whjch documents my compliance with this ethics 
agreement. 

I will not modify thjs ethics agreement without your approval and the approval of the 
U.S. Office of Government Ethics (OGE) pursuant to the ethics agreement requirements 
contained in the financial disclosure regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2634.803(a)(4). 

SECTION 2- SULLIVAN & CROMWELL 

Upon confirmation, I will withdraw from the partnership of Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP. 
Pursuant to the finn ' s partnership agreement, I will receive a refund of my capital account and a 
pro rata partnership share for services performed through the date of my withdrawal before I 
assume the duties of the position of Assistant Secretary. AJI payments will be based solely on the 
firm's earnings through the date of my withdrawal from the partnership. In addition, pursuant to 
the firm' s partnership agreement, upon separation from the firm my investment in the Sullivan & 
Cromwell Defined Contribution Benefit Plan for Partners will be terminated and I will receive a 
lump sum payment reflecting my interest in the plan at the time of termination. Until I have 
received these payments, I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular 
matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the ability or willingness of 
the firm to pay th.is refund, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 
208(b)(l). I will continue to participate in the Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP, Group Defined 
Benefit Plan for Partners and the Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP, Supplemental Pension Plan for 
Partners. Because I will continue to participate in these Sullivan & Cromwell plans, I will not 
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct 
and predictable effect on the ability or willingness of the firm to provide these contractual 
benefits, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(l), or qualify for a 
regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). 

Pursuant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502, for a period of one year 
after my resignation or until I receive my refund, whichever is later, I also will not partjcipate 
personally and substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in which I know 
the firm is a party or represents a party, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 
5 C.F.R § 2635.502(d). In addition, I will not participate personally and substantially in any 
particular matter involving specific parties in which I know a former client of mine is a party or 
represents a party for a period of one year after I last provided service to that client, unless I am 
first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 



, F 110 PR.I D 

I ha e been ad i ed that th re i a remote pos ibility that the dutie of the po ition of 
A i ta.nt e reta ma in ol e particular matter alTecti ng the fi nancial i ntere ts of the 
following entitie : 

• 0 Opportunity und 
• hield apital Partner Fund I 

Th agenc ha detem,ined that it is not nece sary at thi time for me to divest my interests in 
th e enti ti becau e the likelihood that my duties will involve any such matter is remote. [ will 
provide rele ant periodic investment information for these funds to the Department of State's 
ethic office. If in the future the holdings of any of these funds are determined to pose a conflict 
wi th the perfom1ance of my official duties, then I may be directed to divest my interest in such 
fund . In that e ent, I will do o within 90 days of such order. In addition, I under tand that I 
am personally re ponsible for avoiding conflicts of interest and I agree to monitor all investment 
information made available to me regarding these funds . With regard to each of these funds, I 
wi ll not participate per onally and sub tantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge 
ha a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests of the fund or its underlying assets, 
unle I fir t obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U . . C. § 208(b)(l), or qualify for a 
regulatory e emption, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b )(2). Finally, with respect to each fund that 
doe not qualify as an e cepted investment fund, pur uant to 5 C.F.R. § 2634.312, I will also file 
periodic transaction reports (OGE Form 278-T) for all covered transactions involving holdings of 
the fund, pursuant to 5 C.F.R § 2634.309. 

SETIO 4 - SPOU AL EMPLOYME 

My spouse is employed by British American Tobacco Limited in a position for which my 
pouse receives a fixed annual salary. Pur uant to the impartiality regulation at 5 C.F.R. 

§ 2635 .502, for as long as my spouse continues to work for British American Tobacco Limited. 
I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter involving specific 
parties in which l k.now British American Tobacco, is a party or represents a party, unless lam 
first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d). 

SECTIO 5- PUBLlC POSTING 

I have been advjsed that this ethics agreement and the Certification of Ethics Agreement 
Compliance will be posted publicly, consistent with the public information law at 5 U. .C. 
§ 552, on the website of the U. . Office of Government Ethics with ethic agreement of other 
Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports. 


